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Principal Speaks...

{';_flf.é John was passing the elephants, he
suddenly stopped, confused by the fact that
these huge creatures were being held by only
a small rope tied to their front leg. No chains,
no cages. It was obvious that the elephants
could, at anytime, break away from the ropes
they were tied to but for some reason, they
did not. John saw a trainer nearby and asked why these beautiful,
magnificent animals just stood there and made no atfempt to get
away.

“‘Well” the frainer said, “when they are very young and
much smaller we use the same size rope to fie them and, at that
age, it's enough to hold them. As they grow up, they are conditioned
to believe they cannot break away. They believe the rope can siill
hold them, so they never try to break free.” John was amazed.
These animais could at any time break free from their bonds but
because they believed they couldn, they were stuck night where
they were. Like the elephants, how many of us go through life
hanging into a belief that some things are impossible simply just
because we failed at it once before. So make an attempt fo grow
further. . Why shouldn’t we fry it again? Your attempt may fail, but
never fail to make an attempt.

Fr. Jacob Chungath CMI
August 15 - Independence Day

Spred the spirit of patriotism on Independence day of India.

“When the world sleeps, India will awake fo life and freedom. A
moment comes, which comes but rarely in history, when we
step out from the old to the new, when an age ends and when
the soul of a nation, long suppressed, finds ufterance.... we end
today a period of ill fortune, and India discovers herself again.”

-Nehru
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Coincidence occurs even in the cosmic calender. When
the united Nations has proclaimed 2009 the international Year
of Astronomy fo commemorate the 400th anniversary of Galileo’s
use of felescope 1o study the skies, and Kepler's publication of
“Astronomia Nova® in the 17th century, the cosmos will present
a grant spectacle for the sky gazers across the world as a rare
astronomical event - a series of friple eclipses, commences
from July 7.

A total solar eclipse occurs when the moon is close to Earth
and moves direcily between the sun and the Earth. The Earih
swings info the cone of Shadow cast by moon.

The longest solar eclipse of 21st cenfury was wiinessed at
the crack of dawn by millions of Indians. People gathered on
rooftops, planetariums, River banks and open grounds fo watch
this celestial spectacle. A total eclipse occurs every 123 years,
when the moon passes between the sun and the earth,
completely covering the entire face of the sun. The fofal phase
of the eclipse lasted for about 6 minufes.

This was the second in the series of three eclipse in one
month period. Indian scientists observed the solar eclipse from
an Indian Airforce plane. Thousands of pilgrims gathered on
the banks of the ganges River in Varanasi, fo experience the
eclipse as a religious event.

This solar eclipse was the longest total solar eclipse to occur
in this century, and will not the sun passed in durafion until 13th
June 2132. The next event from this series will be on August fo,
2027.

The exceptional duration was a result of the moon. Being
near perigee, with the apparent diameter of the moon 8% larger
than the sun and the earth being near aphelion where the sun
appeared slightly smaller. And the next solar eclipse of January
15th 2010 will also be annular, with moon 8.1% smaller than
the sun.













